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EDITORIAL
About Kidney International
This is the first issue of Kidney international (KI) in which
Roscoe R. Robinson is designated as Editor Emeritus rather
than Editor, Accordingly, it seems appropriate to provide a
brief account of the Journal's inception and growth under the
stewardship of Dr. Robinson and Assistant Editors, past and
present, Claude Amiel (Paris), Vincent W. Dennis (Durham)
and C. Craig Tisher (then in Durham, North Carolina, USA,
now in Gainesville, Florida, USA). The account provides, in
my view, a convincing frame of reference for the encomia
merited by Dr. Robinson and his colleagues.
In 1971, the International Society of Nephrology, whose
officers included, at the time, Hugh de Wardener (President),
Herman Villereal (Secretary-General), and Neal S. Bricker
(Treasurer), invited Dr. Robinson to establish, in concert with
an international publishing firm, a new journal which would
serve as the official journal of the ISN. The original name
proposed for the journal, KIDNEY, was modified to Kidney
International at the suggestion of Dr. R. Freeman (Rochester),
and publishing arrangements were established with Springer-
Verlag New York, Inc.
The Editors began the task of establishing a journal of
rigorous scientific credibility which served, in keeping with the
rubric Kidney International, all facets of international nephrolo-
gic observation and inquiry. The initial editorial [1] in KI stated
these intents clearly:
"As its new name implies, Kidney international will. .
reflect the international scope and interests of its sponsor,
the International Society of Nephrology. . . It therefore
seems only fitting that the purview of the journal should be
multi-disciplinary and sufficiently broad to be termed kid-
ney-oriented.
If successful in the end, the final product should reflect
the collation of much of the very best nephrology or
kidney-oriented research into a single journal, and its
content will have been organized in such a manner that it
provides an important source of continuing education for
the non-research oriented practitioner of clinical
nephrology."
In other words, the goal of Kidney International was to
attract, from the international renal community, manuscripts
and publications relating to all areas that might legitimately be
termed "kidney-oriented," and to serve as an educational
forum for the readership. of KI.
The results
Since its appearance in 1972, Kidney International has inte-
grated, with considerable success and with consistently high
standards, most areas pertinent to the parent discipline of
nephrology. KI has achieved a unique international position and
has served an important educational function. The following
data are pertinent in this connection,
There has been a dramatic increase in the total number of
editorial submissions received annually by K! from 244 in 1972
to 530 in 1983. The review process for original manuscripts,
which is, in the final analysis, the cardinal reason for KI's
success, has remained rigorous, with respect to the requirement
for excellence, but sensibly flexible, with respect to content. In
quantitative terms, one can note that the acceptance rate for
original manuscripts in Kidney International has been approxi-
mately 35%, and more or less invariant, since the inception of
the Journal. In personal terms, my own perception of the
review process is that it has been characterized by a good mix
of scientific rigor, fairness and constructive comment (which
translates, in effect, to an educational function) by both the
Editors and the referees.
Kidney International has fulfilled its intent to provide "an
important source of continuing education. . ." The first Sympo-
sium issue on acid-base homeostasis appeared in 1972, with
Floyd C. Rector, Jr., serving as Guest Editor. Since then,
Symposium issues on major topics of interest to the renal
community have been characteristic of K!, generally occurring
on an annual basis. In 1972, Kidney International introduced
the policy of publishing abstracts submitted to the annual
meetings of various national nephrology societies. In 1974,
there was initiated the publication of a series of Supplements
containing articles summarizing the results of major national or
international colloquia on renal topics; these Supplements have
been well received. Finally, in 1979, Nephrology Forum, edited
by Jordan I. Cohen, John T. Harrington, Jerome P. Kassirer
and Nicolas E. Madias, began its regular appearance in K! as
another vehicle for disseminating information germane to the
renal community.
Moreover, the total circulation of Kidney International has
increased from approximately 2,420 subscriptions in 1972, to
7,020 subscriptions in 1983; members of the ISN have consis-
tently represented 60 to 70% of the subscribers. Currently,
approximately 60% of subscriptions originate in Canada, Mexi-
co, South America, and the United States, about 23% originate
in Europe and approximately 14% originate in Asia, Australia,
and New Zealand.
When taken together, these results provide compelling sup-
port for the view that Kidney International has succeeded
admirably in the goals set for it by the Editor in 1972, Dr.
Robinson and his colleagues, the Assistant Editors Amid,
Dennis, and Tisher, deserve high praise from, and the gratitude
of, the membership of the International Society of Nephrology.
The watermark on the pages of KI is the imprint of these
workers; it is a fine imprint.
Present statement
The goals of Kidney International were well stated in 1972
[1], remain invariant, and need little reiteration. Some com-
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ments, however, are pertinent. It is worth indicating that the
standard of excellence sought by KI for published manuscripts
refers to clarity of thought, to rigor of observations, and to the
formation of meticulously crafted hypotheses. It is important
that the standard of excellence not be construed as the espousal
of a particular technology or field of inquiry. To the contrary,
KI will continue to encourage the submission of all manuscripts
— clinical, experimental, technical and theoretical — that deal
with any issue of current or potential interest to the renal
community.
I am privileged to note that Claude Amiel, who has served as
Assistant Editor in the past, will serve as an Associate Editor,
and that James P. Knochel will join the Editors as an Associate
Editor. There has also been added a group of Consulting
Editors. These individuals, who represent different domains of
nephrology, will provide a valuable source of counsel to the
Editors, particularly given the increasingly protean nature of
our discipline. Finally, the cardinal function of Kidney Interna-
tional is to serve as a repository of knowledge for the reader-
ship; the Editors welcome comments and suggestions from the
readership about the conduct of K!.
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